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Debbie Cotton 

Debbie Cotton is the Sterilization Category manager in Purchasing for Baxter.  Prior to this role, 
Debbie spent 43 years in Sterility Assurance at Baxter, most notably as the radiation Subject Matter 
Expert, providing support to manufacturing sites, Product Development teams, Sustaining Products 
organization and Regulatory Affairs.  In the Purchasing Organization, Debbie is responsible for 
managing supplier relationships, negotiating service agreements, developing the corporate strategy 
with respect to sterilization and balancing volume requirements with available capacity.  Debbie has 
significant experience with medical devices, specializing in radiation sterilization as well as 
experience in ethylene oxide and moist heat.  Debbie received her B.S. degree in Microbiology from 
the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana 

Thomas Kroc, PhD 

Thomas has been at Fermilab for over 37 years. Initially trained as an 
experimental high energy physicist, he moved on to accelerator physics. For 
20 years he was part of the team providing cancer treatment through 
Fermilab’s Neutron Therapy Facility. He was head of that facility for the 
final five years of its operation, ending in 2013. He then took his accelerator 
and medical application experience to Fermilab’s Illinois Accelerator 
Research Center (IARC), lookin g to apply Fermilab’s technology to various 
applications. In 2017, he was the primary author of “Accelerator-driven 
Medical Sterilization to Replace Co-60 Sources,” which was conducted at 
the request of the National Nuclear Security Administration. Since then Thomas and IARC have 
continued to be involved in promoting and facilitating the application of accelerator-based sources 
of ionizing radiation for many applications, including sterilization. 

Mark Pasmore 

Mark Pasmore is a Senior Manager supporting Renal and Acute business units of 
Baxter Healthcare. His responsibilities include Sterility Assurance as well as the in-
use microbial control of Baxter Renal products. Mark started his career has a 
Research Professor and Lab Manager at Montana State University in the 
Department of Chemical Engineering and Center for Biofilm Engineering. He has 
also held positions as a Senior Engineer at STERIS Corporation and Vice President 
of Research and Development at TSO3. He is a member of the AAMI Renal 
Disease committee and the Parenteral Drug Association. He has multiple peer reviewed publications and 
involvement in producing technical report documents on biofilms, ultra pure dialysate, and disinfection. 
He has expertise in biofilms, microbial control, and vaporized hydrogen peroxide sterilization. 



Cherri Schmidt 

Cherri J Schmidt joined Fermilab in 2013 as the Manager of the Office of 
Partnerships & Technolog y Transfer (OPTT).  Cherri is responsible for 
facilitating the formation of high-impact partnerships with industry, 
academia, and other research facilities, that support the global, scientific 
missions of the laboratory while advancing U.S. Competitiveness through 
the transfer of knowledge and technologies to U.S. industry.   In January 
2017, Cherri also assumed the role of Interim Director of the Illinois 
Accelerator Research Center.   

Cherri is an experienced manager and leader with more than 30 years of 
experience with applying management “best practices” in a wide array of 
organizational settings, including Exxon, General Motors, the US Department of Energy, and several 
small business ventures.  Cherri earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Georgia Tech and 
an MBA from the Harvard Business School. 

John Williams 

John A. Williams is the Sterility Assurance Director at Medtronic, Inc. and is 
responsible for supporting terminal sterilization across their Cardiac Rhythm 
and Heart Failure business.  John also leads the Sterility Assurance Council for 
the Cardiac and Vascular Group of Medtronic. Prior to working for Medtronic, 
he was a Quality Director at Baxter Healthcare Corporation.  

John has 25 years of experience in the use of radiation for industrial 
applications, primarily for the sterilization of medical devices.  He serves as the 
Vice Chairman of ASTM Committee E61 on Radiation Processing: Dosimetry 
and Applications and is the US Overall Advisor to ISO/TC85 WG3 on Radiation Dosimetry. John is also an 
active member of AAMI and PDA. 

 


